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‘Penelope’s film
will reveal the truth’

Penelope Cruz was so charmed by the book
detailing the real-life story of a Spanish girl
who married the Maharaja of Kapurthala
that she decided to make a film on it. But
controversy is brewing as royal descendant
Tikka Shatrujit Singh daims author Javier

Moro has ‘portrayed people wrongly'
-

pvontesn yearold Spanksh |
girl Anita Delgado’s mar- |
riage to the Maharaja of
Kapurthala, Jagatiit Singh, In
1908, 1s making headlines once
N agakn, mory than o 100 years later
And this time, becansse ope of the
royal déescendants, Ticka Shatrujit 8
Singh, has objected to the “wrong §
<= portrayais of some erstwhile bamily
Javier Moro  onbery” in tho book Passion Ine
dia, written by Javier Maro.

A book that hos charmed Penelope Crux enough o
win bo by the righits and erake a fim on the Speatish
queen of Kaparthulda “1t wis Penelopss mother who
first read the book about Anita Dellgado. She was Ins
cleuted enogh to tell her daughter that here was »
role, a mgstoriches story that was tallormade for
her” says Javier “Adided 1o this wes the fnct that Peno-
Jope 15 & total Indophile. She visits Indis often. spe
clally Kolkata, wherw sbels adoptod o Hone for deatl
tude chilidoun, [n Sect, ull this, Incloding the Look, has
been part of bher seduction by Indla™ informs Javier

Little wonder then, Penelope prompily called up
Jovher to tell him she wanbod to tay the rights to ke B
i, "Althoagh | was un the verpe of signing the
ool with someono dlse, | decided Penedopo would be 3
abde 1o do justios to it all, since this wosihd be a o pro
duction betwesn Spain, Hollywood and Bollywood,”
adds he. The shooting of film, Javier says, should start
ROMEtIme DOXt your

Although the cist of the fitm is still being decided,
Javiers parsonal chalea for the role of the rajoh of Ka-
purthala would be none other than Amitabh Bachchan
pur would also be a

“Other than him, | wish Shekhar
part of the project.” he sal

Jawler's own India connection commenoced when his t

‘Javier has hurt our family honour’

qhmmmmmmm
ing bat hurt our family honoue. His insin-
uations about some of the chatacters i the book,
) who were once tead people, ae all wrong. Who's
w there to stand up for them now? He's butsayed our
Tamity honoue And that's not 3 humane thing to do. -
JMB h&mtba!dmmbd- Tikka Shatrujit
'y dlaties, which were published in  Singh
1992. This one's 3 disaster, because he's fictionalised facts,
He's just written a piece of . Evert Anita would have
called it ‘quiter prass't e died in 1962, she want-

excerpls adding

them. That's when her son pleaded, Leave her alone’.

Nowhumwnpaviusdwwﬂnmﬁm.m

opmlng ave and sensationalising her life.
version of the book says it's @ read sto-
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Arsta Delgada,

| ther brought him to Mumbad. “Although I was fust 14,
the elty left a kasting imprestion on me," he says. The as
sociation continued with him coming to fndia with his
: anade, suthor Domunigue Lape 1 tmoe stagyed an in
"7 Bhopa for sevun manths ata uwujn sinoe wo wore work
Ing on 4 book on the gna victima, That's when | learnt so
much about Indian sockety” Informs he. The idea of do-
L Ing a book on Anitn Delgado took root when be came
\ across an old lady thmﬂanmwdlAni
1 while doing the research - he had mecess 1o several d)
arbes which were Jeft with the princess” nlece Viﬁuru
and at the Kaparthaln urchives (n Londan,
However, the portrayal of the King of Kapurthala
may not have found favour with the royals descendants,
Javier asserts he has “no idea what Tikka Shatrajit Singh's
probiem with the hook is. On my part, | have portrayed the
characler of Jagnt)it Singh in a very humane way It's not a
caricature st all Something that the bool, and the Nlm, when
It will be made, will reveal™
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